Blogging with Google’s Blogger

keller@msjnet.edu

Learning Objectives

At the end of this lesson you should be able to:

e Create and customize a Web log in Blogger
e Post and format entries

e Insert images

e Reply to others’ posts

e Subscribe to and follow others’ blogs

What's Needed

e You will need an Internet-enabled computer with a web browser
e Google’s Blogger, and Reader services

Getting Started

e Have a digital image of yourself prepared
e Open your web browser



Start Blogging

1. To start a blog from scratch visit www.blogger.com. Otherwise move on to step 3.

Sign in to use Blogger

e B l o g g e r with your Google Account
?

SIGN IN | ?

Create a blog. It’s free.

It's easy, and only takes a minute.
[ Your b|0g. Share your thoughts, photos, and
‘I‘ more with your friends and the world. Learn more:

Take a quick tour

Watch a video tutorial

Easy to use. It's easy to post text, photos, Discover more features
and videos from the web or your mabile phone. Read Blogger Buzz

your blog with themes, gadgets, and more.

Blogs of Note
w Flexible. Unlimited flexibility to personalize So about what | said...

2. You will only see the next screen if you did not previously create an iGoogle account:

Accounts

o Create a Google Account GOOS[Q

This process will create a Google account that you can use on other Google services. If you already have a Googls
account perhaps from Gmail, Google Groups, or Orkut, please sign in first

Email address

(must already exist)

Retype email address I

Enter a password I

Password strength:

Retype password I

Display name I

ndld-l (b
&

Acceptance of Terms [ accept the Terms of Service




3. Name your Blog. This is different than your account name because you can have
multiple blogs.

o Name your blog

Blog title |
Your blog's title will appear on your published blog, on your dashboard and in your
profile.

Blog address (URL) http:// .blogspot.com

Check Availability

The URL you select will be used by visitors to access your blog. Learn more

Word Verification

&

Type the characters you see in the picture.

Advanced Options (you can always set up advanced options later)

Hact wnnr hlan Wiant +a hact vanre hlaa camauhnara alea? Tre Advanea A RBlan Catien Thic

4. Fill out the form and enter the Word verification. Click Continue:

o Name your blog

Blog title aobweb20

Your blog’s title will appear on your published blog, on your dashboard and in your

profile.

Blog address (URL) http:/ / aobweb20 .blogspot.com
Check Availabili

This blog address is available.
The URL you select will be used by visitors to access your blog. Learn more

Word Verification ﬂ I

mudxl é\.
Type the characters you see in the picture.
Advanced Options (you can always set up advanced options later)

Host your blog Want to host your blog somewhere else? Try Advanced Blog Setup . This
will allow you to host your blog somewhere other than Blogspot.

Cconrue



5. Choose a template to create the look and feel of your blog. You may change this at any
time.

e Choose a template

A
Choose a custom -
look for your blog.
You can easily
E change the
template later, or
even create your
own custom
template design
cmn oo
Created by: Douglas Bowman ) set up.
preview template review template
®
= " . ’:... i
- Lﬂ. v

6. Your blog has been created. Click Start Blogging:

o Your blog has been created!

We've just created a blog for you. You can now add your posts to it, create your personal profile, or

customize how your blog looks.

7. Create your first post by naming it (giving it a title for the entry, like a headline) and click
the Compose tab

T
[ Posting T Settings Layout View Blog

Create | Edit Posts Moderate Comments

Title: |First Post
Edit Htfnl | | Compose
ot AT b

Ty @ = stk YV o B oo

. Labels for this post:
} Post Optians e.g. scooters, vacation, fall |




8. Enter your first post and tell us why you took this course. You have formatting tools
much like Word. Be creative! To make a hyperlink, choose the icon with the chain and
globe. Try to hyperlink to your school’s website.

Title: ‘First Post
Edit Html | | Compose

Ehu Ve B o Preview

[aw  v[4T- b i & @

In your post you can format just like you would in Word.
Bold Italic

Different fonts: Arial courier Times New Roman
Different sizes: smallest small normal large |al’gest

Alignment - this is center

hyperlinks: http://www msjnet.edul

. Labels for this post:
[ e 6.8, scoaters, vacation, fall

9. Publish your post:

PUEBLISH POST

10. Congratulations! Click View Blog (in a new window).

Your blog post
View Blo

published successfully!

(in a new window)

Need to change it? Edit post | Create a new post

11. Notice the archive on the right. This is how people can view previous posts. Your
“About Me” will only appear once you’ve set up an optional profile.

AOBWEB20
First Post ¥ 2008 (1)
In your post you can formatjust like you would in Word. ¥ July (1)
First Post
Bold Italic #

Different fonts: Arial Courier Times New Roman

UL

Different sizes: smallast smsl normal large Iargest

I am a busy guy.

One of my mott
Alignment - this is center © ot my mottos

hyperlinks: http://www msjnet edu If1 am not learning

or making money, I don't want to
AT 5:48 PM 0 COMMENTS & be on a computer.
IEW MY COMPLETE PROFILE

#

Subscribe to: Posts (Atom)




12. To insert an image, click the icon with a picture (next to the ABC spell-check.

Title: |Adding an Image
EditHtml | | Compose

[for ~|d- b &+ Ty @ E=== i i Preview
AddImagah
Insert an image;|
b Post Options Ie_‘agbe m‘etgisvggon, fall ‘
13. You will be presented with this screen. Click Browse.

Add an image from your computer Or add an image from the web
Add another image Add another image
| |[ Browse... | URL| |
We accept jpe, gif, bmp and png images, & ME maximum size Learn more about using web images

Choose a layout.

Image size:
. b

© small

|
® Medium

® None O Left O Center O Right O Large

Use this layout every time?

m | UPLOAD IMAGE | You are currently using 65MB (6%) of your 1024ME —©

14. Choose an image by navigating your folders then click Open.

Choose file

Look i [ () 2008 Apil bithday = e ®m ek E-

100_2254 100_2255 100_2256 =

&

100_2256 100_2259

S Z -
2 g gl &y
v S 2 3 I
A |
E S i =
g 2

o
My Hetwork  File name [100_z257 &2 Open
Places
Files of type: |4 Fies ) = Cancel




15. Click Upload Image:

Add an image from your computer Or add an image from the web
Add another image Add another image

|C:\D0cuments and Settind[ Browse... J URL| |

We accept jpe, gif, bmp and png images, 8 MB maximum size Learn more about using web images

Choose a layout.

Image size:
H
hen T I newver thought the day when the O Small
aur 15 up. You I'd see the day nour 15 up. You
can take a harse when the hour 15 can take 3 horse @ Medium
@® None O Left O Center O Right O Large

Use this layout every time?

CANCEL UPLOAD IMAGE You are currently using 65MB (6%) of your 1024ME —©

16. Upload progress:

Loadi ng

Your images are being uploaded to Blogger.

17.
Your image has been added.

After clicking "Done” you can change your post and publish to your blog.



18. Back on the Compose screen you may continue to add text or more images.

Title: |Adding an Image

Edit Html | Compose

Ft v+ b i B R EE=E=E I« ¥ o B o Preview
2
hs

. : Labels for this post:
b Post Options e.g. scooters, vacation, fall

19. Once you post you may preview it:

AOBWEB20

Insert an image:

POSTED BY PAUL AT 5:58 PM 0 COMMENTS /

¥ 2008 (2)
¥ July (2)

Adding an Image

First Post

I am a busy guy.
One of my mottos:
If I am not learning
or making money, I don't want to
be on a computer.

WIEW MY COMPLETE PROFILE

*



20. Adding a comment: Just click the comment link. In step 19 it says 0 comments, but once
people comment the number will change. The comment box looks like this:

Post a Comment On: aobweb20

"Adding an Image"

No comments yet. - Show Original Post || 2 Leave your comment

21. Controlling access is easy. You may add authors so other people can create original
posts, or allow certain people to comment. Click on Settings, then Permissions.

Posting View Blog
Basic Publishing Formatting Comments Archiving Site Feed Email OpenlD

[Z Blog Authors Your blog can have up to 100 authaors.

1 Author can post to this blog

=] Paul paul.kellermann@gmail.com admin

E& Blog Readers Your blog can have up to 100 readers.

Who can view this blog?
& Anybody ' Only people | choose ' Only blog authors

Your blog is open to all readers by default.

You can restrict your blog to only readers you choose.
However, these readers will need to log in before reading your blog, adding an extra step.



Following Blogs

If you want to keep up with what a blogger is doing, you may subscribe to their blog feed
or “follow” as Google puts it.

1. Visit http://weblogg-ed.com/

2. Copy the URL (web address) and return to your Blogger dashboard. Scroll down
until you see your Reading List. Yours will be blank initially. Click the ADD
button.

Reading List

Blogs I'm Following

Blogs Items
e ey . ) .
;I Wow, what a weekend! EduCen 2.2 in Philadelphia ;I
Jour.... this past weekend was a fascinating experience.
Ms. Richmond's American Lit... Over the three days of the conference | think |
o . crammed more information into my brain than | have in years... J
MSJ Rural Mission Trip
no T Parking Forums - What's your take?
Paperless M. posted by Daedalus at UMBCUnderground - 2 days age
Practical Theory I've updated the weekly events post below to reflect the parking
raw material forums that will take place this week on Wednesday, Thursday, and
Friday. The Governor’s capital budget for FY2011 has been
Steve Hargadon announced, and...
Teach Folmerica
The eJulez Perspective B James Paul Gee on Video Games, Learning, and Literacy
The Pawer of Educational Te... posted by Steve Hargadon at Steve Hargadon - 2
days ago 3
UMBCUnderground *Date®: Wednesday, February 3rd, 2010 *Time*: 5
Vimeo / Paul Kellermann's u... z ﬁlpm Paci_fic .'r. S!Jm Eallsterlnla' Tam G}?hT [pext day) - Ll

ﬁ W What is Following? View in Google Reader

3. Paste the address into the text box and click the NEXT button.

Step 1: Add Blogs to Follow

* Add from URL

‘ URL: Ihttp..-’.-’wehlugg-ed.cum-ﬂ

Add another

" Import from Google Reader
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4.

5.

6.

7.

Click the FOLLOW button.

Step 2: Following Options

& Follow publicly as Paul

Follow publicly to tell the blog's author and the Your picture
world that you're a fan. Google Friend Gonnect

Stay updated with this blog's posts on your H

Blogger Dashboard. E E“ [

Mew! This site will also show on your :a ‘ E

FriendConnect profile for all the sites you've
joined using Friend Connect.

" Follow anonymously
Keep your subscription private.

Stay updated with this blog's posts on your Blogger Dashboard.

FOLLOW CANCEL

Will Richardson’s blog, weblog-ed, is now on your reading list:

Reading List

Blogs I'm Following

Blogs Items Hide from list
Ms. Richmaond's American Lit... New update on Blogger Buzz - View posts j
MSJ Rural Mission Trip EduCon 2.2
ne

posted by Will Richardson at Weblogg-ed - 3 days ago

Paperless MSJ If I could put in a few phrases what | took away from this year's
Educon experience it was this: Stop complaining. Be the change. Love

your students and do well by them. If that includes technology, so
raw material be ...

Practical Theory

Steve Hargadon
Teach Folmerica No Choice
posted by Will Richardson at Weblogg-ed - 2 weeks ago

(Cross posted to the PLP Network blog) One of my favorite things that
Sheryl says when she talks about the challenges that schools face right
UMBCUnderground now is that this generation of kids in our schools is the first...

The eldulez Perspective

The Power of Educational Te...

Vimeo / Paul Kellermann's u...
Change Congress

-
mmetad ko Wl Pichacdenm ok Wablama ad 7 onnlos 2mn _I

Weblogg-ed =l

ﬁ ﬁ What is Following? View in Google Reader

Visit Ryan Folmer’s blog http://www.folmerica.net/

Scroll down the page — quite a bit — until you see the Follow button on the lower-
right side. Click the button.

*3 Follow
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8. Click the Google button.

Sign in using an account you've already created

Google Ewitker YaroO!

W Al @ Netlog 1 OpenID

Click an icon to sign in with that account

9. Add the Mount Saint Joseph News: (follow steps 2 — 4 above)

See below for the process — you may copy and paste this address for the
shortcut.

http://mountstjoseph.ccsct.com/rss.cfim?news=6

10. Older videos of my son Luke: http://vimeo.com/channel24047/clips/rss

11. Add a few of your classmates’ blogs.

Process for adding an RSS feed using the RSS button on a web
page:

1. Visit the Mount Saint Joseph web site. www.msjnet.edu

2. Click on the Student Life tab, then the School News button in the drop-down menu.

STUDENT LIFE

Intramurals

M=] Rural Mission Trip

Software for Students
The Mount Book
Caily Announcerments
School Calendar

School Mews

12



3. On the right you will see these icons. Click the RSS one.

[rss[zo ]
|l [ALERTS |

4. You will be presented with this screen. Click the XML button.

Subscribe to these feeds:

All Categories ECM G4 Googee ]
Alumni ECH @ Gougle |
Daily Announcements m @ Gougle ]
Home News | XML | @ Coogle |
school Hews | XML | @ Google ]

VWhat iz R557

RE% (Realhy Simple Syndication) iz an XML-bazed format for 2haring and distributing Web
content, =uch az news headlines. Uzing an RSS reader, you can view data feedz from our
zite, including headlines, summaries, links to full stories.

5. At the top of the next window will be a feed address. Select it and right-click to copy it.

/2 school News - Windows Internet Explorer

el v, sinet, edu ks, chn e

J File Edit ‘View Favorites Toc
izuk o

Paste
School News Delete

You are viewing a feed th  Select A
| frequently updated conte

-

6. Go back to your Reading List and follow steps 2 — 4 in the previous section (Following
Blogs — page 10) to add the news feed to your reading list.
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